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Key issues and impact of existing policies 

 
 
Background 
The analysis of the current policies gives an overview of the barriers and potential 
support measures and provides tentative recommendations to support the development 
of biorefineries in Europe. For instance, legislations in the packaging and waste 
management sectors are currently hampering the access to market of biodegradable 
plastics, while other such as the Integrated Pollution Prevention Control (IPPC) have 
the potential to push industry to switch to milder processes. Other policy measures 
like the Lead Market Initiatives or the revision of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) will be crucial to market access for bio-based products and sufficient biomass 
for biorefineries. 
 
Discussion 
 
1. The Lead Market initiative is looking to develop market-pull measures via public 

interventions in policy/legislations coherence, standards and labels, public 
procurement and communication. Is public intervention necessary for biorefinery? 
And if so what measures could be envisaged?  

 
2. Results show that better coordination and coherence of policy would be a crucial 

factor to develop biorefineries or bioproducts. What in your experience or your 
sector could benefit from better coordination of policies and legislation and how?  

 
3. Access to biomass raw material has been identified has a key limitation factor for 

the development and viability of biorefineries, as well as a potential problem for 
public acceptance (e.g. food vs. fuel). Would in your opinion the revision of the 
CAP and the better use of biomass resources through integrated biorefineries be 
sufficient? Would other measures be necessary? 


