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Discussion Paper No. E. – Recommendations for future 
policy measures 

Background 
The survey “Evaluating Political Legitimacy of Biorefineries” evaluates views held 
by policy-makers and policy advisors working directly with biorefinery-related and/or 
advanced bioenergy or product issues. Control surveys of views in the European 
scientific community provide response comparison. Initial results indicate that 
political informants have a generally good working knowledge of biorefinery 
concepts and largely share the views of the scientific community regarding items such 
as the relative advantages of advances to 2nd generation biofuels and then onwards to 
biorefinery implementation (e.g. related to aspects such as GHGs, energy security, 
rural development, environmental quality etc.). 
 
However, the survey results also raise questions in a number of key areas; firstly 
regarding potential disparity in the degree of policy support for advanced bioenergy 
and biorefinery concepts at EU level versus national level. Secondly, regarding 
concern that issues related to feedstock production (genetically modified plants, food 
crop displacement, and deforestation/biodiversity concerns in developing countries) 
can damage the reputation and acceptance in society of biorefinery concepts. Thirdly, 
responses indicate that while downstream agricultural product industries such as 
starch and sugar are perceived to be generally supportive of biorefineries, the forestry 
and petrochemical industries are perceived to both support AND oppose.  
 
As such, the questions to be discussed during the session are: 
 
1. Is there significant disparity between the intent of EU level policy measures and 

the support provided by Member State policies? If so, what pathways towards 
improvement can be taken? 

 
2. Are current policy measures related to issues such as GMOs, food/feedstock and 

deforestation/biodiversity adequate to protect the reputation and advancement of 
biorefineries and advanced bioenergy/bioproduct systems? 

 
3. Do current policy measures adequately recognise the potential for different parts 

of the forestry/agriculture sectors to both support and oppose? If not, what 
interventions might be considered? 


