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Discussion Paper No. A. 
Key issues for biorefinery mapping results 

 
Background 
The mapping of biorefineries in the European Union presented during the morning 
session is based on the results of a survey “Biorefinery-Technology and socio-
economic impacts” that was sent to 16 European countries, and on the collection of 
public data (mainly websites and experts reports).  
Data concerning energy balance, life cycle analysis, environmental and economical 
aspects relative to biorefineries sites are needed. 
 
The questions to be discussed during the session will be proposed by the 
participants. 
A document to fill in to propose some questions or specific points participants want to 
be discussed during the afternoon session will be distributed at the beginning of the 
morning session. The gathered suggestions and topics will be analyzed and integrated 
in the topics for the discussion session.  
 
The consortium suggests the following questions to be addressed during the 
session to complete the inputs of mapping results. 
 
What will be the key factors for future development of biorefineries in Europe ? 
1. Availability of feedstocks around the biorefinery sites, or large scale imports ? 
2. Integration of environmental concerns: life cycle analysis, energy balance, …How 

to improve the industry awarness regarding those topics? 
3. Development of biorefineries based on existing infrastructures (for example: 

forest industries) or development ex nihilo ? 
4. Development of a large scale biorefineries or collaboration between distributed 

units ? 
5. Collaboration between stakeholders is needed for biorefinery development 

(industry, research groups, SMEs and start-ups, biomass producer, technology, 
marketing, regulation, …). What are the best pathways for stimulating these 
collaborations at the European level? 

6. The future implementation of biorefinery concepts in Europe requires current 
commonly accepted Biorefining Vision as well as R&D and technological transfer 
Roadmap. 

 


