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Background 
According to the results of the industry survey “Biorefinery technologies and 
socioeconomic impacts” biorefinery concepts are evaluated overall positively as 
promising concepts, which offer interesting market opportunities. But in spite of this 
positive resonance the industry feels confronted with specific challenges like high 
investment costs or economic barriers. Additionally the results indicate that in almost 
all fields, which were identified to accelerate the adoption of biorefinery concepts, 
further activities are assessed to be necessary. 
 
Questions concerning the financing, activities in the field of R&D and feedstock and 
market and marketing as well as the development of new market segments are 
important for the future success of new biorefinery concepts. Therefore this session 
will ask for input from different stakeholders to discuss the priorities for EU 
biorefineries in theses fields.  
 
The questions to be discussed during the session are: 
 
1. The results of the industry survey indicate that on the one hand the most important 

challenges for biorefinery concepts are high investment costs and economic 
barriers. But on the other hand the factor “financing” is evaluated as less 
important for accelerating the development of biorefineries: How do these results 
fit together – in particular for start-ups SMEs? 

 
2. According to the industry survey especially activities in the field of “R&D and 

feedstock” and “marketing and market” are necessary for accelerating the 
adoption of biorefinery concepts. Do you have suggestions for concrete activities 
in these two fields?  

 
3. The results of the industry survey point out that biorefinery concepts offer 

interesting markets and help to develop new customer segments. Which markets/ 
customer segments are the most promising according to your opinion?  


